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Dear readers,
The Roger Federer Foundation is not in the news very often and almost “flying under the radar”, 
despite the fact that their work and dedication has a big impact on many children and their 
education in Africa. 277'000 children are currently benefitting from their programs, all of them 
in Southern Africa, and it is planned to reach one million children by 2018. This is impressive!
Happy reading,
Gisela Piercey

For the first time in the foundation's history 

the Roger Federer Foundation has not only 

developed an initiative but is also the lead 

implementer. Was is the rationale of the new 

programme called "i-act"?

The quality of teaching is a 
fundamental problem in Africa. 
The vast majority of teachers is 
only trained on content and lacks 
skills on efficient didactical 
approaches and pedagogical 
methods. Even worse, in rural 
schools, teachers often have no 
formal training at all. Large scale 
enhancement of pedagogical skills 
can make a real difference, 
irrespective of the speed of 
improvement in other areas.

Motivational learning method
Mobile technology and self-
guided learning is an opportunity 
particularly for the many teachers 
without access to existing training 
schemes. Cost-effectiveness due to 
upscale potential despite higher 
initial costs than conventional 
trainings. A video based course 
can stimulate better: Play, watch 
and discuss instead of (not) 
reading. Individual and peer-

Project plans to train 5500 

unqualified teachers in 

Zambia

based learning is more sustainable 
then getting just one training. The 
course needs to be attractive, 
motivational and offer incentives.
Based on existing training 
materials on interactive teaching 
skills, the foundation has 
developed a self-guided course, 
supported by handheld devices. 
Much cheaper than traditional 
trainings, this will allow remotely 
monitored peer-group learning.
Training of unskilled teachers 
in Zambia
The first target group are 
unqualified and unskilled 

teachers from community schools 
in Zambia who will receive tablets 
to be shared and personal work-
books at a one-day introductory 
training on the use of the course, 
followed by few face-to-face 'pit 
stop' events. Additionally, teachers 
in government schools can 
download the course or order a 
USB stick for free.
As local as possible' is a key 
principle for all RFF-funded 
interventions. While, as an 
exception, RFF cannot hand over 
the complete lead to a local 
partner organization in this case, 

Roger Federer Foundation taking 
on lead role in Zambia
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with Saide they have found an 
experienced institution in South 
Africa who did the design of the 
course and Zambian stakeholders 
will cover other parts of the 
course production. The roll-out is 
done by different Zambian NGOs 
such as ROCS, ZOCS and DAPP, 
facilitated by an implementing 
committee in Zambia.
In 2017 there will be a roll-out to 
1500 teachers and 500 
community schools in rural areas 
of Zambia. In 2018 it is planned to 
reach out to another 5500 
teachers and 1500 community 
schools. For the development of 
the course and the roll-out in the 
first two years the Board has 
approved a total budget of 1.8 Mio 
CHF.  
Goal: To reach one million children
The Roger Federer Foundation 
supports educational projects 
located in the region of southern 
Africa and Switzerland. The 
programmes on the African 
continent focus on the 
improvement of the quality of 
early learning and basic education 
and in Switzerland on the 
promotion of extra-curricular 
activities for children affected by 
poverty. All activities are realised 
and implemented by local non-
governmental authorities in close 
collaboration with the local 
communities. In order to evaluate 
our impact we measure the 
changes in the levels of supported 
children's performance, rate 
repetitions, absences or 
enrolment rates.
In celebrating its tenth 
anniversary, the Roger Federer 
Foundation has set itself an 
ambitious goal. By 2018, they aim 
to support one million children in 
receiving access to education of a 
convincing quality. The barometer 
below reflects the progress 
towards this goal. Each child 
receiving education at an 
institution supported by the 
Foundation will only be counted 

once in the process.

ASO update
As you read this, elections for the 
2017-2021 Term of office of the 2 
ASR delegates representing 
Southern Africa are ongoing, with 
most clubs already having had 
their AGM's.  The current 
incumbents Hans-Georg Bosch 
(HGB) and Marcie Bischof are up 
for re-election.  HGB attended the 
March assembly meeting in Bern 
on 25th March.  On 14th July there 
will be a presentation by HGB on 
matters Banking Accounts, E-
Voting and Automatic Information 
Exchange SA-CH of banking 
accounts at the Swiss Club Natal 
during their Fondue Evening.  
Further such events are currently 
in the planning stage.  For more 
information please send an email 
to aso@hbosch.com.

South African CEO for Spar 
Switzerland
Spar South Africa has announced that Rob 

Philipson has been appointed the new chief 

executive of its Switzerland operations, 

effective from the first of June 2017.

Philipson currently holds the 
role of managing director of Spar 
South Africa's Kwazulu-Natal 
Division, having first joined the 
retailer in 1996, from Woolworths. 
He previously held a number of 
operational roles within the 
group.

In March 2016, Spar South 
Africa announced its purchase of a 
60% stake in Spar Switzerland, for 
44.5 million Swiss francs, 
describing it at the time as an 
'opportunity for the company to 
invest in an established business 

in a stable market with growth 
potential'.

It also previously invested in 
BWG Group, which operates the 
Spar business in Ireland, taking an 
80% stake there in 2014, as it 
sought to expand its business 
interests outside of the African 
continent.
Article: European Supermarket Magazine 

Encounters film festival in June
The encounters film festival takes 
place from 1 – 17 June and we are 
pleased to announce that the Mats 
Staub project “21 Memories of 
Growing Up” is incorporated into 
the festival programme this year. 

Additionally Mats and South 
African collaborator Maia Marie 
will be discussing the project in 
the context of a panel discussion 
organised by Encounters.

Encounters this year also 
happens in the wake of the South 
Africa focus at 2017 edition of the 
Vision du Reel documentary film 
festival in Nyon, Switzerland, and 
Swiss Films provides support for a 
Swiss focus in the Encounters film 
and master class programme, 
including films from Laurence 
Bonvin previously a Pro Helvetia 
artist in residence in South Africa.
Special Project: 
21 – Memories of Growing Up 
(Exhibition)

When did you turn 21? What 
happened that year? And how did 
you become adult? Swiss artist 
Mats Staub asked these questions 
of a large group of people, of all 
ages, and recorded their stories 
and had them listen to their 
answers three months later, while 
filming their facial expressions. 
This became the video installation 
21 – Memories of Growing Up. The 
exhibition is growing from city to 
city and will present portraits 
from Switzerland, Germany, 
Serbia, England, Holland and 
South Africa.

01 – 11 June, 9am – 6pm, 
Homecoming Centre, District 6 

Spar South Africa investing in Switzerland.
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Museum, 15a Buitenkant St, 
Zonnebloem, Cape Town.

Industry/Panels/Master Class 
details: 
Art of the Real 
(Panel Discussion)
Performance artist / filmmaker 
Samira Elagoz (Craigslist Allstars), 
Swiss video installation artist 
Mats Staub (see above) and his 
local collaborator, artist Maia 
Marie, will discuss how 
documentary and contemporary 
art inform and influence each 
other. This session, moderated by 
Meghna Singh, will deconstruct 
how to subvert genres and blur 
the boundaries between art and 
what is real.

Saturday, 3 June, 4.15 – 5.15pm, 
Workshop 17, 17 Dock Road, 
V&A Waterfront, RSVP: 
pa@encounters.co.za

What does a Doc' do? 
(Master Class with Heidi 
Specogna).  What can 
documentary films contribute 
and how are they perceived? And, 

contrarily, what are the 

difficulties and needs of the 
documentary form? 
Award-winning director Heidi 
Specogna (Short Life of José 
Antonio Gutierrez, Tupamaros, 
Cahier Africain) has worked 
extensively in Latin America and 
Africa. Illustrated with clips from 
her impressive body of work, she 
will expound on the relevance of 
documentary film today. 
Specogna will also consult, one-
on-one, with emerging 
filmmakers.

Tuesday, 06 June, 10am – 
12pm, Big Fish School of 
Digital Filmmaking, 109D, 
The Foundry, Cardiff Rd, 
Green Point, R50 
entry/DFA Members free 
(www.webtickets.co.za), 
RSVP:  
pa@encounters.co.za. 

Still Lives and Motion 
(Panel Discussion with 
Laurence Bonvin). Laurence 
Bonvin, an award-winning 

photographer and filmmaker, has 

exhibited her work across the 
world, including South Africa. 
Bonvin will discuss the 
relationship and tension between 
the still and the moving image in 
her work.

Wednesday, 07 June, 12pm – 
2pm, Cape Town School of 
Photography, 25a Buitenkant 
Str, Cape Town, RSVP:  
pa@encounters.co.za
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Swiss Club info

SWISS CLUB IN JOHANNESBURG: 
Swiss Society Helvetia, 31 Moerdyk 
Ave, Vorna Valley, Midrand, Chairman: 
Mario Valli, 082 451 8040; office: 
Debora Wolf, T/F 0118053039, 
C 0826516152, 
office@swissclubjhb.co.za, 
www.swissclubjhb.co.za, Swiss Country 
Club Rest. «The Courier», Wolfgang 
Wollauz, T/F 0118053040, C 
0825610063, Tue-Sat 11-21h30 
Rest./kitchen, 11-24h Bar, Sun 10-17h, 
T/F 011 805 3040, C 082561 0063, 
www.dining-out.co.za «The Courier»

Our Clubs of Society: Afro Gugge, 
Amicale Suisse Romande, Boccia, 
Skittling Club.

Associated Groups: Swiss Choir, Swiss 
Rifle Club, Swiss Golf, G.S.N.A 

ndSenior Swiss Circle meets every 2  
Saturday of the month for Lunch 

thSwiss Ladies meet every 4  Thursday of 
the month for lunch.
Swiss Rifle Club Johannesburg:
We shoot every 4th Sat of the month, 
from 9am. We normally shoot two 
different programs, with Swiss rifles, 
provided by the club. Visit our Facebook 
site or call Daniel: 082-5699146.

SWISS CLUB IN PRETORIA: 
Swiss Society Alpina, Hans-Georg 
Bosch, President, T 0123478310, C 
0825510222, 
swissclub.pta@hbosch.com, Biffy van 
Rooyen, Secretary  
bvrooyen@gmail.com Facebook group: 
Swiss Club Alpina

thOn 29  July our National Day 
celebrations will take place as usual at 
the Treffpunkt (Church Hall) of the 
Johannesgemeinde next to the DSP.  
See our newsletter for more info.  For 
2017 a new initiative has been started 
to accommodate our younger members 
and teens of our members.  Committee 
member Hans-Rudolf Bosch is the 
driving force behind this.  Contact him 
at . The hansrudolfbosch@gmail.com

thFondue event, held on 27  May once 
again was a roaring success.  Please 

see our newsletters for details of club 
events etc. 

SWISS CLUB IN CAPE TOWN: 
Swiss Social&Sports Club, Green Point 
Common, Off Bill Peters Road, Green 
Point, PO Box 2279, Cape Town 8000, 
T 0214348405  . www.swissclub.co.za
 
PRESIDENT: Nicky Rodrigues 
president@swissclub.co.za 
T 021 658 7276, C 082 921 7729
VICE PRESIDENT : Stefan Pflocksch, 
vicepresident@swissclub.co.za 
T 021 715 2703, C 082 920 9351
 
SECRETARY: Nadia Luedi 
secretary@swissclub.co.za  
C 082 393 4704

ASO representative: Marcie Bischof   
T 021 554 0176, C 076 389 7824

The club remains open every Wed and 
Thu for dinner. To receive the 
“newsflash” contact the club at 
catering@swissclub.co.za or on 
0214348405. For those that didn't 
know, our Club boasts a traditional 
Swiss Jass Club (card playing club) so 
join in on the 'Jassen' every last 
Thursday of the month where you can 
hone in on your traditional Swiss card 
playing skills. There are also weekend 
trips planned during the year and 
Baenze Jass days. For more information  
contact  Our Mettswiss@bucknet.co.za. 
little Gem in the Jonkershoek Valley 
has continuously been blessed with 
many upgrades this past year. Since  
this facility is enjoyed by the club  
members as and added benefit, we 
would encourage you to become a 
member so that you too can enjoy this  
little piece of forest. Contact  
membership@swissclub.co.za for more 
info on becoming a member. 
Newsletter: www.swissclub.co.za

SWISS CLUB NATAL: 
President Philippe Lanz C 082 4932673, 
T 031 765 1625, p.lanz@absamail.co.za

JJASS EVENINGS held second Friday of 

every month at the LAPA, Ethelbert 
Village, 5 Park Road, Malvern at 7pm. 
SPORT TARGET SHOOTING – held 
monthly – at 8.30am on Saturday 27th 
May, 24th June, 22nd July, 26th August, 
23rd September, 28th October, 25th 
November, 9th December 2017 & 27th 
January 2018 – held at Nottingham 
Road Shooting Range. KLOOF TO 
INCHANGA STEAM TRAIN RIDE/LUNCH – 
Sunday 18th June 2017 – 8am Kloof 
Station.  CHEESE FONDUE EVENING – 
Saturday 15th July 2017 – 7pm – 
Augusta Estate, Gillitts. SWISS 
NATIONAL DAY – 30th July 2017 – 10am 
– Von Moos Farm, Drummond. ZULU 
CULTURE TOUR/LUNCH – Sunday 20th 
August 2017. TEN PIN  BOWLING – 
Sunday 17th September – 0930am -  
Amanzimtoti. TALA GAME RESERVE – 
Saturday 15th October – 0930am. PRIZE 
JASSEN – Friday December 8th – 7pm - 
LAPA, Ethelbert Village, 5 Park Road, 
Malvern. YEAR END FUNCTION – Sunday 
10th December 2017 – 11am – 
Krantzkloof. SWISS FILM EVENING – 
20th January 2018 – 6 pm – Point 
Yacht Club – details of film to be 
advised.. AGM – Sunday 4th March 
2018 – 10.30am – Augusta Estate, 
Gillitts.
 
IMPORTANT NOTICE
 
*For more up-to-date information 
regarding times/venues/directions/maps 
please visit our informative website – 
www.swissclubnatal.org.za

SWISS CLUB PORT ELIZABETH: 
John Diener, President, PO Box 5608, 
Walmer 6065, T 0413792421, 
johndiener@bluewin.ch; comm.member 
Mark Krebser C 0823214693, 
T w 0413671422; Heidi Schultes, 
secretary, C 0613696598

SWISS CLUB EAST LONDON: 
c/o Christine and Paul Stiffler, 
T 0437483542, C 0837008846, 
C 0832874324, 
christinestiffler@telkomsa.net 


